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Fast Facts

•  The canal was the fi rst agrarian canal

in the country

•   The Basingstoke Canal runs for 32 miles

•   The canal was completed in 1794 at a 

cost of £154,463

•  Built to connect Basingstoke with the 

River Thames

•  Timber, fl our and chalk were the principal 

cargoes to London

•  Odiham Castle is situated at the Greywell 

end of the canal

•  The last commercial boat reached 

Basingstoke in 1910

•  The canal was taken over by the Army 

at the beginning of the First World War
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